FOR T Y     T H O U S A N D      A G A I N S T      T II E      ARCTIC

a different aspect. An aeroplane mechanic, a girl of
twenty-five,, comes to consult rne on her career. Stay in
the room inconspicuously when she comes and pretend to
read some papers. Then she will not be embarrassed, and
you can listen how frankly she will speak to me.'

Galina Dimitrevna is Ukrainian.    For three years she
has been a mechanic on light aeroplanes.   She has been a
member of the ground stall' at Krasnoyarsk base for eighteen
months.    I had noticed her the first evening outside the
town office of the air lines.   She wore a nice summer dress
of light coloured satin, was powdered; her lips painted.
When we went into the meeting she was just walking off
arm-in-arm with a student of the Timber Institute, holding
his hand and a little bunch of edelweiss, which grows as
abundantly on the plain round the town as on Alpine peaks
in Europe,   Now she wore a blue overall; her face looked
energetic and a little coarse without make-up.   As I glanced
over the edge of my book I saw a few tears in her eyes which
were not at all in harmony with her self-confident bearing,
', . . That's what worries me, Mark Ivanovitch/ she was
just saying to Shevelyov.   'I am making 450 roubles a month
now.   Of that I send 200 to my mother, who lives in Samara,
and is too old to earn enough with her own work.    My
boy is eight now.   And I keep him from my own wages.
His father does not worry about us.   And here I sit for eigh-
teen months with no career ahead of me at all.   This work
of repairing light machines is not very interesting.    You
have seen yourself that I can do it almost in my sleep.
There are no more problems in it for me.    My life has
become empty.   I am a Stakhanovist; I have increased my
productivity to 173 per cent above plan.   There is no more
room for improvement.   Do you want me to go on like this
for the rest of my life?  Why don't you put me on to a heavy
machine as a mechanic.   I would enjoy work up there in.
the Arctic much more than sitting around here, simply
overhauling machines, lubricating propeller bearings, clean-
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